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Amended by Bom. 35 of 1949.
Amended by Born. 27 of 1950.
Amended by Born. 35 of 1953.
Amended by Born. 8 of 1958.
Amended by Born. 12 of 1958.
Amended by Mah. 38 of 1964.
Amended by Mah. 24 of 1965.
Amended by Mah. 39 of 1972.
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An Act to amend the Law for acquisition of land for public purposes
and for Companies
WHEREAS it is expedient to amend the law for the acquisition of land needed
for public purposes and for Companies and for determining the amount of compensation to be made on account of such acquisition; It is hereby enacted as follows:-

PART I
Preliminary

1. (1) This Act may be called the Land AcquisitionAct, 1894;

...

The Land Acquisition Act, 1984 and the rules made thereunder as in force in the Bombayarea

were extended to the State of Maharashtra

t For

(see Mah. 38 of 1964, s. 2).

Statement of Objects and Reasons, see Gazette of India, 1892,Pt. V, p. 32; for Report of
the SelectCommittee, see Gazette of India, 1894,Pt. V, p. 23 and for proceeding in Council,8~ ibid.,
1892, Pt. VI, p. 25 and ibid., 1894, pp. 19, 24 to 42.
@ For modifications in this Act to make provisions for the acquisition of land in municipal area
see the Nagpur Improvement Trust Act, 1936(C. P. and Derar Act 36 of 1936),s. 61 end Sch.
t For validation of certain acquisition, see s. 4 of Act 13 of 1967.
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" ,(2) It extends to,l[the whole of India] c'\ccpt 2[the State of Jammu and Kashmir];
(3) It'shaUcome into force on the first day of March 1894, a[but in the Hyderabad
area of the State of Maharashtra it shall come into force on such, *[day as is appointed
under sub-section (3) of section 1 of the Land Acquisition (Maharashtra Extension Mah.
and Amendment) Act, 1964].
xxxVllI
of
1964.
"

2. [Repeal and Saving] Rep. partz-v by the Repealing and Amendment Act, 1914
(X of 1914) s. 3 and Schedule II, and partly by the Repealing Act, 1938 (1 of 1938).

s.2,andSchedule.

.

Definitions.3. In this Act, unless there is somethingrepugnant in the subject or context,(a) the expression" land" includes benefits to arise out of land, and things
attached to the earth or permanently fastened to anything attached to the earth;
.[(aa) the ,expression" local authority" includes a town planning authority
(by whatever name called) set up under any law for the time being in f(jrce;]
1I[(ooa)the expression" arable land" means land fit for cultivation, whether
in fact cultivated or not; and includes garden land;l
(b) the expression" person interested .. includes all persons claiming an interest
incompensation to be made on account of the acqUisition of land under this Act;
and a person shall be deemed to be interested in land if he is interested in an ease-

ment affectingthe land;

,

(c) the expression" CoUector " means the CoUector of a district, and includes a
Deputy Commissioner and any officer G[or person] specially appointed by the
7[appropriate Government] S[or by the Commissioner] to perform the function
of a Collector under this Act;
9[(CC)the expression" corporation owned or controlled by the State" means
any body corporate established by or under a Central, Provincial or State Act 10f'
and includes a Government company as denned in section 617 of the Companies 1956.
Act, 1956, a society registered under the Societies Registration Act, 1860, or f~::

under any corresponding law for the time being in force in a State, being a
society established or administered by Government and a co-operative societY
within the meaningof any law relating to co-operativesocietiesfor the time being
in force in any State, being a co-operativesocietyin which not less than fifty one
per centum of the paid up share capital is held by the Central Government, or
by any State Government or Governments,or partly by the Central Government
and partly by one or more State Governments ;1

1

"','

Thesewordsweresubstitutedfor the words" all the Provincesof India" by the Adaptation

of Laws Order. 1950.
. These words were substituted fOl' the words, figures and letters" the territories which, immediately before the 1st November 1956, were comprised in Part B States; and" by,Act 68 of 1984, s. 2.
. These words. brackets and figures were ii1scrted by Mah. 38 of 1964, s. 2(a)(il).
7th day of December 1964 (vide G.N., R. & F.D.. No. LQN-I062/92601-H. dated 26th November
,

.

. 1964.).
. TIrls clause was inserted by Act 68 of 1984, s. 3(a).
&This clause waS deemed always to have been substituted by Mah. 24 of 1965, s. 2.
. These words were inserted in the principal Act in its application to the Bombay and Vidarbha
,areas ,by,Mah; 5 of 1962. section 286 read with Tenth Schedule.

. ~'These'Wordsweresubstitutedfor the words" ProvincialGovernment" by the adaptation'of
'

La~

Order, 1950, '
were inserted byBom. 8 of 1958, Sch.
. This clause was inserted by Act 68 of 1984, s. 3(d).

. 1:hese.w9rds

.
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3;

'(d)
l[the expression "Court" (excepthl sub-section (3) of section 18) means J
a principal Civil Court of original jurisdiction, unless the 2[appropriate Government] has appointed (as it is hereby empowered to do) a special j\ldicialoffic~r
within any specified local limits to perform the functions of the Court under this
Act; 3[and shall in relation to any proceedings under this Act, include the Court
of a Civil Judge (Senior Division), to which the principal Civil Court may transfer
any such proceedings] ;
4[(e) the expression" Company" means-,
(i) a company as defined in section 3 of the Companies Act, 1956, ()ther
than a Government company referred to in clause (cc) ;
(ii) a society registered under the Societies Registration Act, 1860, or under
any corresponding law for the time being in force in a State, other, than a

1,of
1'956.
21 of
1860.

society referred to inc1au~e (cc) ;,

'.

,

(Iii) a co-operative society within the meaning of any l~wrel:ating to
~o-operative societies for the time being in force in any State, other than
a co-operative society referred to in clause (cc) ;]
.
5[(ee) the expression" appropriate Government" means, in relation to acquisition of land for the purposes of the Union, the Central Government Md in relation
to acquisition of land for any other purposes, the State Government ;]
6[(eee) "Land Acquisition Officer" means an officer appointed as such by
the State Government by Notification in the Official Gazette for such provisions
of this Act as may be specified in the notification ;]

7[if) the expression" public purpose" includes--

,
(i) the provision of village..sites or the extension, planned. development or
improvement of extisting village-sites;
(ii) the provision of landfor town or rural planning;
(iii) the provision of land for planned development of land from public funds
in pursuance of any scheme or poJicyof Government and subsequent disposal
thereof in whole or in part by lease, assignment or outright sale with the object
of securing further development as planned;
(iv) the provisionof land for a corporation ownedor controlledbythe State;
(v) the provision of land for residential purposes to the poor or landless
or to persons residing in areas affected by natural calamities, or -to persons
displaced or affected by reason of the implementation of any ~cheme lUldertaken by Government, any local-authority or a corporation owned or controlled
by the State;
.
(vi) the provision of land for carrying out any educational, housing, health
,

,

.

or slum clearance scheme sponsored by Government or by any authority
established by Government for carrying out any such scheme, or, with the
prior approval of the appropriate Government, by a local authority, or a society
registered under the Societies Registration Act, 1860 (21 of 1860), or under
any corresponding law for the time being in force in a State, or a co-operative
society within the meaning of any law relating to co-operative societies for
the time being in force in any State;
(vii) the provision of land for any other scheme of development sponsered
by Government or, with the prior approval of the appropriate Government,
by a local authority;
--'

'-"

'-"

u

"",

,-----.-.

1

These words were substituted by Mab. 38 of 1964, s. 3(a).

I

These words were substituted for the words"

of Laws Order 1950.

Provincial Government !' by the Adaptation

These words were added by Born. 35 of 1953, s. 2(i).
. This clause was substituted by Act 68 of 1984, s. 3(c).
& This clause was inserted by the Adaptation
of Laws Order, 1950
I

. Clause (eee) was inserted by Mah. 39 of 1972, s. 2.
. This clause was substituted by Act, 68 of 1984, s. J(t/'!.
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(viii) the provisions of any premises or building for locating a public office,
but does not include acquisition of land for Companies ;]
(g) the following persons shall be deemed" person entitled to' act" as and
to the extent hereinafter provided (that is to say),trustees for other persons beneficiaI1yinterested shall ,be deemed the persons
entitled to act with reference to any such case, and that to the same extent as
the persons beneficially interested could have acted if free from disability ;
a married women~ in cases to which the English law is applicable, shall be
. deemed the persons so entitled to act, and whether of full age or not, to the

,

same extent as if she were unmarried and of full age; and.
the guardians of minors and the committees or managers or lunatics or
idiots shall be deemed respectivelythe persons so entitled to act, to the same
extent as the minors, lunatics or idiots themselves, if free from disability,
could have acted :
Providedthat(i) no person shall be deemed entitled to act whose interest in the subjectmatter shall be shown to the satisfactionof the Collectoror Court to be adverse
to the interest of the person interestedfor whom he wQuldotherwisebe entitled
to act;
(ii) in every such case the person interested may appear by a next friend
or, in default of his appearance by next friend, the Collector or Court, as the
case may be, shall appoint a guardian for the case to act on his behalf in the
conduct thereof;
(iii) the provisions of l[Order XXXII of the First Scheduleto the Code of 5 of
Civil Procedure, 1908],shall mutatis mutandis, apply in the case of persons 1908.
interested appearing before a Collector or Court by a next friend; or by
a gau:rdianfor the case, in proceedingsunder this Act ; and
(iv) no person" entitled to act" shall be competent to receivethe compensation money payable to the person for whom he is entitled to act, unless he
would have been competent to alienate the land and receiveand give a good
discharge for the purchase money on a voluntary sale.

Power10 2[3-1A. The powers conferred on the Commissionerby or under this Act shall
beexercised
be the powers exercisableby him in relation to the acquisition of land for those

~-

by 'lSIonerpurposes only for which the State Government is the appropriate Government]
UDderthe

~.

21[PART I-A

Preliminary Survey
Preliminary 3A. For the purpose of enabling the '[State] Government S[forthe Commissioner]
surveyof to determine whether land in any locality is needed or is likely to be needed for any
landsand public purpose, it shall be lawful for any officer of the "[State] Government in the
~ffi::: Public Works Department, or any other officer either generally or specially authorised
carryout by the '[State] Government in this behalf 6[or as the case may be, any officer
survey. authorised by the Commissioner], and for his servants and workmen,(i) to enter upon and survey and take levels of any land in such locality,
1

These words and figures were substituted for the words and figures "Chapter XXXI of the Code

of evil Procedure" by Act 68 of 1984, s. 3(e).
8 This section was inserted by Born. 8 of 1958, Scb.
8 This Part was inserted by Born. 20 of 1945, S .2.
, This word was substituted for the word" Provincial" by the Adaptation of Laws Order, 1950.
8 These words 'were inserted by Born. 8 of 1958, Sch.
. These words wore inserted ibid.
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(if) to mark such levels,
(ui) to do all other acts necessaryto ascertain whether the land is adapted for
such purpose, and
(iv) where otherwise the survey cannot be completed and the levels taken to
cut down and clear away any part of any standing crop, fence or jungle:
Provided that no person shall enter into any building or upon any enclosed
court or garden attached to a dwelling house (unless with the consent of the
occupier thereof) without previously giving such occupier atleast seven days
notice in writing of his intention to do so.
3B. The officer of the l[State] Government in the Public Works Department, ~ayment
and any other officer so authorised shall at the time of such entry payor tender dO:mag
payment for all necessary damage to be done as aforesaid, and in rase of dispute
e.
as to the sufficiency of the amount so paid or tendered, shall at once refer the dispute
to the decision of the Collector or other Chief Revenue Officer of the district, and
such decision shall be finaL)'

PART n
ACQUISITION
Preliminary

h!l'eSfigatioll

4. (1) Whenever it appears to the 2[appropriate Government], 3{the Collll1,1i-Publi~tion
ssioner, or Land Acquisition Officer] that land in any locality 4[is needed or] is of.preILlikely to be needed for any public purpose, 5[or for a Company] a notification to ~~~tion
that effect, 6[shall be published in the Official Gazette 7[and in two daily newspapers andpowers
circulating in that locality of which at least one shall be in the regional language] of officers
and the Collector shall cause public notice of the substance o,f such notification thereupon.
to be given at convenient places in the said locality 8[(the last of the dates of such
publication and the giving of such public notice, being hereinafter referred to as
the date of the publication of the notification)].
(2) Thereupon it shall be lawful for any officer, either generally or specially
authorised by such Government, 9[the Commissioner, or, as the case may be, by
the Land Acquisition Officer] in this behalf, and for his servants and workmen,-to enter upon and survey and take levels of any land in such locality;
to dig or bore into the sub-soil;
to do all other acts necessary to ascertain whether the land is adapted for such
purpose;
.,--...----.
This word was substituted for the word" Provincial" by the Adaptation pf Laws Order, 1950.
'--~-

1

. These words were substituted
of Laws Order, 1950.
B

for the, words"

Provincial Government"

,.

by the Adaptation

These words were substituted for the words .. or the Commissioner" by Mah. 39of 1972,s. 3(1).

.

. These words were inserted by s. 2 of the Land Acquisition (Aroendment) Act, 1923 (38 of 1923).
These words were inserted by Act 68 of 1984, s. 4(a).
. These words were substituted for the words" shall be published in the Official Gazette" by
Mah. 29 of 1977, s. 2.
7 These words were inserted by Act ,68 of 1984, s. 4(b).

These brackets and words were inserted wid., s. 4(c).
. These words were substituted for the words" as the case may be. by the Commissioner" by
Mah. 39 of 1972,s. 3(2).
,
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to set out the boundaries of the land proposed to be taken and the intended
line of the work (if any) proposed to be made thereon;
. to. mark such levels, boundaries and line by placing marks and cutting
trenches; and
whether otherwise the survey cannot be completed and the levels taken and
the boundareis.and line marked, to cut down and clear away ~mypart of any

standing crop, fence or jungle:

.

Provided that no person shall enter into any building or upon any enclosed court
or garden attached to a dwelling house (unless with the consent of the occupier
thereof) without previously giving such occupier at least seven days' notice in

writing of his intention to do so.

.

Payment S. The officer so authorised shall at the time of such entry payor tender
for payment for all necessary damage to Qe done as aforesaid, and, in case, of dispute
damage,as to the sufficiency of the amount so paid or tendered, he shall at once refer the
dispute to the 4ecision of the Collector or other Chief Revenue Officer of the
district, and such decision shall be final.
l[Objections

Hearing SA. (1) Any person interested in any land which has been notified under
,

,

of section4, sub-section(1) as beingneededor likelyto be neededfor a public purpo~

ObjectiOns.
or for a Company may, 2[within thirty days from the date of the publication of the
notification] object to the acquisition of the land or of any land in the locality, as the

case may be.
.(2) Every objection under sub-section (1) shall be made arto the Collector,
or to the Land Acquisition Officer,where he has published a notification under
sub-section(1) of section 4, in writing]and 4[theCollectoror, .as the case may be,
the Land AcquisitionOfficershall]givethe object or an opportunity of being heard
6[inperson or by any personauthorised by him in this behalf]or by pleaderand shall,
after hearingall sucb objectionsand after making such further inquiry, if any, as he
thinks necessary,6[eithermake aTeportin respectof the land whichhas been notified
under section 4, sub-section (1), or make differentreports in respect of different
parcelsof such land, 7[tothe appropriate Governmentor, as the case may be to the
Commissioner(such report or reports by the Land AcquisitionOfficer being made
to the State. Government or to the Commissioner,if so directed by the State
Government)containing his recommendationson the objections, together with the
record of the proceedingsheld by him, for the decision of the State Government
or, as the case may be, of the Commissioner]. The decision of the 8[appropriate
Government]9[or,as the case may be, of the Commissioner]on the objectionsshall
be final.
.

(3) For the purposes of this section, a person shall be deemed to be interested
in land who wouldbe entitledto claiman interest in compensationif the land were
acquired under this Act]
1

I

Section SA with its heading was inserted by Act 38 ofl923. s. 3.

Thesewordsweresubstitutedfor the words... withinthirty daysafter the issueof the notifica.

tion" by Act 68 of 1984,s. 5(a).
a These words were substituted for the words .. to the Collector in writing" by Mah. 39 of 1972,
8. 5(0).
. Thesewords weresubstituted for the words .. the Collector shall j, ibid.,s. 4(b).
I These words were substituted for the words" either in person" by Act 68 of 1984,s. 5(b).

,
i
!
I

L

. This

portion was substituted by Act 13 of 1967, s. 2.

7 Thisportionwassubstitutedfor the

portionbeginningwith" to theappropriateGovernment"

and ending with .. for the decision of that Government" by Mah. 39 of 1972, s. 4(c).
.f ThCSe.words were substituted for the words .. Provincial Goverwnent"
by the Adaptation
Laws Order, 1950.
. These word$ were inserted by BolD. 8 of 1958, Scb.
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6. (1) Subject to the provisions of Part VI! of this Act, l[when the 2[appro- Declarati<?n
priate Government] aror, as the case may be, the Commissioner] is satisfied, after that!add~1S
com..idering the report, if any, made under section 5A, sub-section (2)], that any ~~~~ITcor
particular land is needed for a public purpose, or for a Company, a declaration purpose.
shall be made to that effect under the signature of a Secretary to such Government
or of some officer duly authorised to certify its order 4[or, as the case may be, under
the signature of the Commissioner] 5[and different declarations may be, made
from to time to time in respect of different parcels of any land covered by the same
notification under section 4, sub-section (1), irrespective of whether one report
or different reports has or have been made (wherever required) under section 5-A,
sub-section (2) 6
.
.
*
*
*] :

'7fProvidedthat no declaration in respect of any particular land covered by a
notification under section 4, sub-section (1),I of
(i) published after the commencementof the Land Acquisition (Amendment
~~Zr and Validation) Ordinance, 1967but before the commencementof the Land
1984. Acquisition(Amendment)Act, 1984,shall be made after the expiry of three years
from the date of the publication of the notification; or
(ii) published after the commencementof the Land Acquisition (Amendment)
f:8of Act, 1984,shall be made after the expiry of one year from the date of the publi4. cation of the notification]:
Provided further that no such declaration shall be made unless the compensation to be awarded for such property is to be paid by a Company, or wholly or
partly out of public revenues of some fund controlled or managed by a local
authority.
8[Explanation 1.-In computing any of the periods referred to in the first proviso,
the period during which any action or proceedings to be taken in pursuance of the
notification issued under section 4; sub-section (1), is stayed by an order of a Court
shall be excluded.
Explanation 2.-Where the compensation to be awarded for such property is
to be paid out of the funds of a corporation owned or controlled by the State, such
compensation shall be deemed to be conwensation paid out of public revenues.]
XIII i((1A) Where a declaration under sub-section (1) of this section or in pursuof ance of sub-section (2) of section 4 of the Land Acquisition (Amendment and
1967.Validation) Act, 1967 (hereinafter collectively referred to as "the said provisions") could not be made before the expiry of the period specified in the said
provisions due to stay or injunction by order of a court in respect of any land
notified under sub-section (1) of section 4, then, notwithstanding anything contained in the said provisions, a declaration in respect of such land may be made
1 These words and figures were substituted for the words"
Government" by Act 38 of 1923,s. 4.
.
I

whenever it appears to the Local

Thesewords weresubstitutedfor the words" ProvincialGovernment" by the Adaptationof

Laws Order, 1950.
8

These words were inserted by Bom. 8 of 1958, sch.

'These

words were inserted by Mah. 39 of 1972, s. 5 (l)(A).

This portion was inserted by Act 13 of 1967, s. 3(a)(i).
Q The words "or as the case may be, under the signature of the Commissiont:r" were deleted by

5

Mah. 39 of 1972, s. 5(1)(b).
7 The first proviso was substiuted
by Act 68 of 1984, s. 6(a)(1).
Q

I

These Explanations wore inserted, ibid., s. 6 (a)(2).
Sub.section (lA) was inserted by Mah. 39 of 1972,s. 5(2).
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under this section where the stay or injunction has been finally vacated, bdore the
expiry of one year from the commencement of the Land Acquisition (Maharashtra
Amendment) Act, 1972 and where the stay or injunction is finally vacated after the IX ot=
commencement of the Act last mentioned then within one year of such vacation 1972.
of the stay or injunction; and there shall be paid simple interest calculated at six
per centum per annum on the market value of such land as determined under this
Act from the date of expiry of the period specified in the said provisions, to the
date of tender of payment of compensation awarded by the Collector for the acquisition of such land: '.

~

Provided that, no interest shall be payable for any period during which the proceedings for the acquisition of such land were held up due to stay or injunction
by order of a Court].
(2) l[Every declaration] shall be published in the Official Gazette 2lalld in two
daily newspapers circulating in the locality in which the land is situated of which
at least one s1).allbe in the regional language, and the Collector shall cause public
notice of the substance of such declaration to be given at convenient places in the
said locality (the last of the dates of sucb publication and the giving of such public
notice, being, hereinafter referred to as the date of the publication of the declaration),
and such declaration shall state] the district or other territorial division in which
the land is situate, the purpose for which it is needed, its approximate area and,
where a plan shall have been made of the land, the place where such plan may be
inspected.
(3) The said declaration shall be conclusive evidence that the land is needed for
a public purpose or for a Company, as the case may be; and, after making such
declaration, the 3[appropriate Government], 4[or, as the case may be, the Commissioner] may acquire the land in mantler hereinafter appearing.
After 7. Whenever any land shall have been so declared to be needed for a public
declarationpurpose or for a Company, the 3[appropriate Government], or some officer autlloc~~e::;~rrized by the 3[appropriate Government], in this behalf 4[or, as the case may be, the
orderfo~Commissioner] shall direct the Collector to take order for the acquisition of the land.
acquisition.
Land to be 8. The Collector shall thereupon cause the land. (unless it has been already
marked out, marked out under section 4) to be marked out. He shall also caused it to be measumeasur
ed. red and if no plan has been made thereof, a plan to be made of the same.
and p)anned

Noticeto 9. (1) The Collector shall then cau"c public notice to be given at convenient
. personsplaces or on near the land to be taken, stating that the Government intends to take
Interested.possession of the land, and that claims to compensation for all interests in such
land may be made to him.
(2) Such notice shall state the particulars of the land so needed, and shall required
all persons interested in the land to appear personally or by agent befon; the Collector
at a time and place therein mentioned (such time not being earlier than fifteen days
after the date of publication of the notice), and to state the nature of their respective
interest in the land and the amount and particulars of their claims to compensation
for such interest, and their objection~ (if any) to the measurements made under
section 8. The Collector may in any case require such statement to be made in
writing and signed by the party or his agent.
m

.
1

~~

-.-----------

These words were substituted for the words" The declaration" by Act 13 of 1967,s. 3(b).
These words and brackets were substituted for the words"

and shall state"

by Act 68 of 1984,

s. 6(b).
8 These words were substituted
forthc words" Provincial Government "by
Laws Order, 1950.
.'
. These words were inserted by Born, 8 of 1958, Sch.
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(3) The Collector shall al:.o serve notice to the same effect on the occupier (if any)
of such land and on all such pers')l1s known or believed to be interested therein
or to be entitled to act for persons so interested, as reside or have agents authorised
to receive service on their behalf within the revenue district in which the land is
situate.
(4) In case any
the notice shall be
residence, address
6 of of the Indian Post
1898.

person so interested resides elsewhere and has no such agent
sent to him by post in a letter addressed to him at his last known
or place of business and l[registered under sections 28 and 29
Office Act, 1898].

10. (1) The Collector may also require any such person to make or deliver to Pow~r10
him, at a time and place mentioned (such time not being earlier than fifteen days re~ulre~d
after the date of tht: requisition), a statement containing, so far as may be practicable ~~ki: ofe
the name of every other person possessing any interest in the land or any. part thereof statements
as co-proprietor, sub-proprietor, mortgagee, tenant or otherwise, and of the nature as to names
of such interest, and of the rents and profits (if any) received or receivable on account!IDdr ts
thereof for three years next preceeding the date of the statement.
mtees .
(2) Every person required to make or deliver a statement under this section or
45 of section 9 shall be deemed to be legally bound to do so within the meaning of sections
1860.175 and 176 of the Indian Penal Code.
Enquiry into measurements, ~'alueand claims, and award
by the Collector
11. 2[(1)] On the days so fixed or on any other day to which the enquiry has Enquiry
been adjourned, the Collector shall proceed to enquire into the objections (if any) andaward
which any person interested has stated pursuant to a notice given under section 9 by Collector.
to the measurements made under section 8, and into the value of the land 3[at the
date of the publication of the notification under section 4, sub-section (1)], and
into the respective interests of the persons claiming compensation and shall make
an award under his hand of-

(i) the true area of the land;
(if) the compensationwhichin his opinion should be allowed for the land; and
(ifi) the apportionment of the said compensation among an the persons known
or believed to be interested in the land, of whom, or of whose claims, he has
information, whether or not they have respectively appeared before him:
4[Provided that no award shall be made by the Collector under this sub-section
without the previous approval of the appropriate Government or of such officer
as the appropriate Government may authorise in this behalf:
Provided further that it shall be competent for the appropriate Government to
direct that the Collector may make such award without such approval in such class
of cases as the appropriate Government may specify in this behalf.)
I

Thesewordsand figuresweresubstitutedfor the wordsand figures.. registeredunderPart m

of The Indian Post Office Act, 1898 (6 of 1898) " by Act 68 of 1984, s. 7.
. This section was renumbered as sub-section (1), ibid., s. 8.
a These words and figures were inserted by Act 38 of 1923, s. 5.
a These provisos were inserted by Act 68 of 1984, s. 8(0).
(a.c.p.) H 4036--4 (6,l~8-2001)
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1[(1) No.twithstanding anything contained in sub~section (1), if at any stage o.f
the pro.ceedings, the Collector is satisfied that all the persons interested in the land
who appeared before him have agreed in writing o.n the matters to. be included in
the award of the Collector in the form prescribed by rules made by the appro.priate
Government, he may, without making further enquiry, make an award acco.rding,
to. the terms of such agreement.
..'

(3) The determination of compensation for any land under sub-section (2) shall
not in any way affect the determination of compensation in respect of other lands
in the same locality o.r elsewhere in accordance with the o.ther provisions o.fthis Act.
(4) Notwithstanding anything contained in the Registration Act, 1908 no. agree- 16ot
ment made under sub-section (2) shall be Hable to. registration under that Act.]
1908.
Period l[llA. The Collector shall make an award under seCtion 11 within a period of
witlUnwhichtWo.years fro.m the date o.f the publicatio.n of the declaratio.n and if no award is
~I:'it= made within that period, the entire pro.ceeding ~o.rthe acquisition o.f the land shall

made.lapse:

.

Provided that in a case where the said declaration has been published befo.re the
commencement of the Land Acquisition (Amendment) Act, 1984, the award shall 68of
be made within a perio.d o.f two. years from such co.mmencement.
1984.

...

Explanation.-fu. co.mputing the period of two. years referred to. in this section,
the period during which any action or proceeding to. be taken in pursuance of the
said declaration is stayed by an order o.f a Court shall be excluded.]

Awardof 12. (1) Such award sha11be filed in the Collector's office and shall, '[subject
~ollectbrto the provisions of section 15-A and] except as hereinafter provided, be final and
w en ~al~ conclusive eviden?e, as between the Collector and the persons interested, whether
th~ have respectively appeared befo.re the Collector or not, of the true area and
value of the land, and the apportio.nment o.f the compensation amo.ng the perso.ns
interested.
.
(2) The Collector sha.1lgive immediate notice of his award t[or the amendment
thereof made under section 12Al* to such of the persons interested as are not present
personally or by their representatives when the award 5[or amendment] is made.
Amendment

12A. 8[Repealed].

award.

Adjournment 13. The Collector may, for any cause he thinks fit, from time to. time, adjourn
Lofenquiry.the enquiry to a day to be fixedby him.
~1

These sub-sections were inserted by Act 68 of 1984, s.8(b).

I

Section llA was inserted. ibid., s. 9.

..~ These ~Ords, fisures and letter were inserted by Bom. 3S of 1953,5.4(1).
. These words, figures and .letter were inserted ibid., 8..4(2).
.
I

Thesewordswereinserted,ibid.,8.4(2).

I

This section has been, in effect, repealed after the insertion of section 13A by Act 68 of 1984, 8. 10.

. See new section

13A.

.
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1[13A. OJ The Collector may, at any time but not later' than six .months from Corr«:tion
the date of the award, or where he has been required under section 18 to make of clerlca~
a reference to the Court, before the making of such reference, by order, correct errors,e .
any clerical or arithmetical mistakes in the award or errors arising therein either
on his own .motion or on the application of any person interested or a local
authority:
Provided that no correction which is likely to affect prejudicially any person
shall be made unless such person has been given a reasonable opportunity for making
a representation in the matter.
(2) The CoUector shaH give immediate notice of any correction made in the award
to all the persons interested.
.

.

(3) Where any excessamount is proved to have been paid to any person as a
result of the -correction made .under sub-section(n the. execss amount so paid
-

shall be liable to be refunded and in the case of default or refusal to pay, the same
may be recovered' as-an arrear of land revenue.]
.
14. For the purpose of enquiries wlder this Act the Collector shall have power Powerto
to summon and enforce the attendance of witnesses, including the parties interested summonand
or any of them, and to compel the production of documents by the same means e~for~
and (so fOI as may be) in the same manner as is provided in the case of a Civil ~f :t:~:!
5 of Court under the 2[Code of Civil Procedure, ]90Sl.
and produc.
1908.
don of
documents.

15. In determining the amount of compensation the Collector shall be guided Mattersto be
bY.the provisions contained in sections 23 and 24.
:dsidered
neglected.
3[15A. The appropriate Government may at any time before the award is made
by the Collector under section 11 call for any record of any proceedings (whether
by way of inquiry Of otherwise) for the purpose of satisfying itself as to the legality
or propriety of any finding or order passed or as to the regularity such proceedings
and may pass such order or issue such direction in relation thereto as it may think
fit :
.

Powerto
caBfor
records,
etc.

Provided that the appropriate Government shall not pass or issue any order or
direction prejudicial to any person without affording such person a reasonable
opportunity of being heard.]
Takiilg possession

16. When the Collector has made an award under section 11, he may take Powers
possession of the land, which sh?ll thereupon 4[vest absolutely in the 5[Govern- to take,
ment]], free from all encumbrances.
possessIOn.
------.----------.-------.-.-'~
1 This section was inserted by Act 68 of 1984, 8. 10.
I These words were substituted for the words"
Code of Civil PrOcedure", ibid., 8. 11.

~..-

This section was inserted, ibid., s. 12.
'
These words weresubstituted for the words" vest absolutelyin the Government" by the Govern.
ment of It1dia (Adaptation of Indian Laws) Order, 1937.
.
, This word was substituted for the word" Crown" by the Adaptation of Laws Order. 1950.
B

C
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Speci~1 11, (1) In cases of urgency, whenever the l[appropriate Government] 2[or the
powersI~Commissioner so directs. the Collector. though no such award has been made
may on the expiration of fifteen days from the publication of the notice mentioned
in section 9, sub-section (I), 3[take possession of any land needed for a public
purpose]. Such land shall thereupon '[vest absolutely in the Ii[Government]], free
from all encumbrances.

~::.;.

(2) Whenever, owing to any sudden change in the channel of any navigable
river or other unforeseen emergency, it becomes necessary for any Railway administration to acquire the immediate possession of any land for the maintenance of
their traffic or for the purpose of making thereon a river-side or ghat station, or
of providing convenient connection with or access of any such station G[or the
appropriate Government considers it necessary to acquire the i~ediate' possession
of any land for the purpose of maintaining any structure or system pertaining to
irrigation, water supply, drainage, road communication or electricity, the Collector
may, immediately after the publication of the notice mentioned in sub-section (1)
and with the previous sanction of the ][appropriate Government] 2[or, as the case
may be, of the Commissioner] enter upon and take possession of such land, which
shall thereupon '[vest absolutely in the 5[Government]] , free from all encwnbrances :
Provided that the Collector shall not take possession of any building or part of
a building under this sub-section without giving to the occupier thereof at. least
.forty-eight hours notice of his intention so to do or such longer notice as may be
reasonably sufficient to enable such occupier to remove his moveable property from
such building without Ul1lleccessaryinconvenienl;e.
(3) In every. case under either of the preceding sub-sections the Collector shall
at. the time of takillgpossession offer to the persons interested compensation for'
the standing- crops and trees (if any) on. such land and for any other damage
sustained by them caused by such sudden dispossession and not excepted in sectlOn
24; and in case such offer is not accepted, the value of such crops, and trees, and
the amount of such other damage shall be allowed for in awarding compensation

for the land under the provisions herein contained.

.

7[(3A) Before taking possession of any land under sub-section (1) or subsection (2), the Collector shall, without prejudice to the provisions of subsection (3),.
(a) tender payment of eighty per centum of the compensation for such land
as estimated by him to the persons interested entitled thereto, and
(b) pay it to them, unless prevented by some one or more of the contingencies
mentioned in section 31, sub-S\,"Ction(2),
.

and where the Collector is so prevented, the provisions of section 31, sub-section
(2), (except the second proviso thereto), shall apply as they apply to the payment
of compensation under that section.
1

These words were substituted for the words" Provincial Government" by the Adaptation of

LawsOrder,1950.

.

. These words were inserted by Born. 8 of 1958, Sch.
. These words were substituted for the words .. take possessionof any waste or arable land needed
for public purpose or for a Company" by Act 68 of 1984,s. 13(a).

.

These words were substituted for the words "vest absolutely in the Government"

by thISGovern-

ment of India (Adaptation of Indian Laws) Order, 1937.
I this word was substituted for the word "Crown" by the Adaptation of Laws Order. 1950.
. These words were added after the words" acces8to any such station" ibM., s. 13,b).
TT.bese sub-soctions have been inseqed by Act 68 of 1984, s.13(c).

'
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(3B) The amount paid or deposited lmder sub-section (2A), shall be taken into
account for determining the amount of compensation required to be tendered under
section 31, and where the amount so paid or. deposited exceeds the comp~nsation
awarded by Collector under section 11, the excess may, unless refunded within
three months from the date of the Collector's award, be recovered as an arrear of
land revenue.]
1[(4) In the case of any land to which, in the opinion of the 2[appropriat~
Government] 3[or, as the case may be, of the Commissioner] the provisions of
sub-section (1) or sub-section (2) are applicable, the 2[appropriate Government)
3[or, as the case may be, of the Commissioner] may direct that the provisions of
section 5-A shall not apply, and if ,[it or he does so direct] a declaration may be
made under section 6 in respect of the land at any time 5[after the, date of the
publication of the notification) under section 4, sub-section (I)].
*

..

6*

'"

...

PART III
Reference to Court and Procedure thereon
18. (1) Any person interested who has not accepted the award 7[or the amend- Reference
ment] thereof may by written application to the Collector, require that the matter to ('-curt.
be referred by the Collector for the determination of the Court, whether his
objection be to the measurement of the land, the amount of the compensation, the
persons to whom it is payable or the apportionment of the compensation among
the persons interested.
(2) The application shall state the grounds on which objection to the award
7[or

the amendment]is taken:

Provided that every such appiication shall be made,-~
(0) if the person making it was present or represented before the Collector
at the time when he made his award "[or the amendment] within six weeks from
the date of the Collector's award "[or the amendment].
(b) in other cases, within six weeks ofthe receipt of the notice from the Collector
under section 12, sub-section (2), or within six months from the date of the
Collector's award 7[or the amendment ], whichever period shall first expire.
s[(3) Any order made by the Collector on an application under this section shall
be subject to revision by the High Court as ifthe Collector were a Court subordinate
to the High Court within the meaning .of section] 15 of the Code of Civil Procedure,
5 of 1908].
1908.
19. (1) In making the reference, the Collector shall state for the information Collector's
of the Court, in writing under his hand,statement
to the Court.
(a) the situation and extent of the land, with particulars of any trees, buildings
or standing crops thereon;
-----------_m
'm______1

This sub-section was added by Act 38 of 1932,s. 6.

a These words were substituted for the words .. Provincial Government"
by tbe Adaptation of
Laws Order, 1950.
a These words were inserted by Bom. 8 of 1958, Schedule.
. These words were substituted for the words" it does so direct" by Born. 88 of 1948, Schedule.
s These words were substituted for the words" after the publication of the notification" by Act
68 of 1984, s. 13(d).
e The E"planation was deleted by Mah. 42 of 1973, !I. 2(e).

.

, These

words

were inserted

by BlUll. 35 of 1953, s. 8.

This sub-section was added by Mah. 38 of 1964, s. 3(b).
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(b} the. names of the per~ons w!1omhe lw.s r~asons to think inti)rested in s1,lch

land;

.

.

(c) the amount awarded for damages and paid or tendered under sections 5
and 17, or either of them, and the amount of compensation awarded under

seCtion11; 1*
2[(CC)
:ojnd]

the amount paid or deposited under sub-section (3A) of section 17;

(d) if the objection be to the amount of the compensation, the grounds on
which the amount of compensation was determined.
(2) To the said statement shall be attached a schedule giving the particulars of
the notice served upon, and of the statements in writing made or delivered by the
parties interested respectively.
Servic,!of 20. The Court shaH thereupon cause a notice specifying the day on which li:1c
notice.Court will proceed to determine the objection, and directing their appearance before
the Court on that day, to b~ served on the following persons, namely :(a) the applicant;
(b) all persons interested in the objection, except such (if any) of them as have
consented without protest to receive payment of the compensation, awarded;
and
(c) if the objection is in regard to the area of the land or to the amount
the compensation, the Collector.

of

.

.

Restriction 21. The scope of the inquiry in ev~ry such proceeding 'shaIlberesrrieted
on scopeof"consideration of the interest of the persons affected by the objection.

proceedings. ..

t6 a

.

Proceeding<; 22. Every such proceeding shall take place in open Court, and all persons
to be in entitled to practice in any Civil Court in the 3[State] shall be entitled to appear,
openCourt. plead and act (as the case may be) in such proceeding.
Mat~ to ~ 23. (1) In determining the amount of compensation'to be awarded for land
conslder~ m acquired under this Act, the Court shall take into considerationd etermmmg
.
co~8~~:

first, the market-value of the land at the date of the publication of the 4[notification under section 4, sub-section (1)] ;
,
, secondly, the damage sustained by the persons interested, by reason. of the
. taking of any standing crops of trees which may be on the land at the time of the
Collector's taking possession thereof;
.
thIrdly, the damage (if any) sustained by the persons interested, at the time
of the Collector's taking possession of the land, by reason of servering such land

fromihis other land;
1

'.

The word" and .. was deleted by Act 68 of 1984,s. 14(a).

. Thisclausewasinsertedibid.;s. 14(b).
3

.

.

.

..

This word was substituted for the word" Province .. by the Adaptation of Laws. Order, 1950.

. These words were substituted for the words" declaration relating thCretounder scction:66"
by Act 38 of 1923,s. 7.
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fourthly, the damage (if any) sustained by the person interest~d, at the time
of the Collector's taking possession of the land, by reason of the acquisition
injuriously affecting his other property, movable or immovable, in any other
manner, or his taming ;
fifthly, if, in consequence of the acquisition of the land by the Collector the
person intcrest..::dis compelled to change his residence or place of bu~iness, the
reasonable expenses (if any) incidental to such change;
and
sixthly, the damage (if any) bona fide resulting from diminution of the proflts
of the land between the time of the pubJicationof the declaration under section 6
and the time of the Collector's taking possession of the land.
1[(1A) In addition to the market value of the land, as above provided. the Court
shall in every case award an amount calculated at the rate of twelve per centum
per annum on such market value for the period commencing on and from the date
of the publication of the notification under section 4, sub-section (1) in respect of
such land to -the date of the award of the Collector or the date of taking possession

of the land, whicheveris earlier;

,

Explanation.-In computing the period referred to in this sub-section any period
or periods during which the -proceedings for the acquisition of the land were - held
up on account of any stay or injunction by the order of any Court shall be excluded.]
(2) In addition 'to the:market value of the land as abbveprovid~d the' C~~{rtshall
in every case award a sum of 2[thrity per centrum] on such market value, in consideration of the compulsory nature of the acquisition.
24. But the Court shall not take into coilsideration,-first, the degree of urgency which has led to the acquisition;
secondly, any disinclination of the person interested
acquired;

Mattersto be
determining
compensato part with the land tion.
, neglected in

thirdly, any damage sustained by him which, if caused by a private person,
would not render such person liable to a suit;
fourthly, any damage which is likely to be caused to the land acquired, after
the date of the publication of the declaration under section 6, by or in consequence

of the use to which it will be put;

,

fifthly, any increase to the value of the land acquired likely to accrue from
the use to which it will be put when acquired;
. This sub-section was inserted by Act 68 of 1984, s.-IS(a).
Section 30 of Act 68 of 1984 reads as follows :" 30. Transitional provisions.-(J)
The ,provisions of sub-section (JA) of section 23 of the
principal Act, as inserted by clause (a) of section 15 of this Act, shall apply, and shall be deemed

to have applied,also to, and in relationto,-

",

(a) every proceeding for the acquisition of any land under the Principal Act pending on
the 30th day of April 1982 [the date of introduction of the Land Acquisition (Amendment)
Bill, 1982, in the House of the People], in which no award has been' made by the Collector
before that date;
(b) every proceeding for the acquisition of any hind under the Principal Act commenced
after that date, whether or not 'an award has been made by the Collector before the commence- '"
ment of this Act.
(2) The provisions of sub-section (2) of section' 23 and section 28 of the '.PrincipalAct, as
amended by clause (b) of section 15 and section 18 of this Act respectively, shatl apply,and shall
be deemed to have applied, also to, and in relation to, any award made by the ColleCtoror Court
or to any order paSS'edby the High Court or Supreme Court in appeal against any such award
under the provisions of the Principal Act after the 30th day of April, 1982 [the date of introduc.,
tion of the Land Acquisition (Amendment) Bill, 1982 in the House of the People) and before
the commencement of this Act."
. These words were substituted tor the words" fifteenper ceJ)tum" ibid.", 15(b).
'
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sixthly, t\:nyincrease, to the value of t}e other land of the person interested
likely to acrue from the use to which the land acquired will be put; 1*,
Sel'mth/y, any' outlay for improvements or on disposal of the land acquired,
conunenced, made or effected without the sanction of the Collector after the
date of the publication of the 2[notification under section 4, sub-~tion (1)] 8[or];
'[eighth/y, any i,ncrease to the value of the land on account of its being put to
any use which is forbidden by law or opposed to public poJicy].
Amountof 5[25. The amount of compensation awarded by the Court shall not be less than
cornpensa-the amount awarded by the Collector under section 11].
lionawarded
by Court not

to be lower
than the
amount
awardedby

the Collector.

Formof 26. 6[(1)] Every award under this Part shall be in writing signed by the judge
awards.and shall specify the amount awarded under clause first of sub-section (I) of
section 23, and also the amounts (if any) respectively awarded under each of the other
clauses of the same sub:section, together with the grounds of awarding each. of the

said amounts.

'

.

6[(2) Every such award shall be deemed to be a decree and the statement of the
grounds of every such award a judgement within the meaning of section 2, clause (2), 5 of
and section 2, clause (9), respectively, of the Code of Civil Procedure, 1908].
1908.
Costs. 27. (1) Every such award shall also state the amount of costs incurred in the
proceedings under ttJ.isPart, and by what persons and in what proportions they are
to be pai~.
(2) When the award of the Collector 7[for the amendment thereof] is not upheld,
the costs shall ordinarily be paid by the Collector, unless the Court $ha1lbe of
opinion that the claim of the applicant was so extravagent or that he was so pegligent
in. puting his case before the Collector that some deduction from his costs should
he made or that he should pay a part of the Collector's costs.
CoHec.or 28. If the sum which, in the opinion of the Court, the Collector ought to have

.

may be awarded as compensation

is in excess of the sum which the Collector did award as

d!r~ted to compensation, the award of the Court may direct that the Collector shall pay
pa~:e~=~ interest on such excess at the rate of 8[nine per centum] from the date on which he
cornpensa-took possession of the land to the date of payment of such excess into Court :
tion.
lI[Provided that the award of the Court may also direct that where such excess
or any part thereof is paid into Court after the date of expiry of a period of one
year from the date on which' possession is taken, interest at, the rate of fifteen per
centum per annum shaH be payable from the date of expiry of the said period of
one year on the amount of such excess or part thereof which has not been paid into
Court
before the date of such
-.,.----_.expiry].
1

The word "or" was deleted by Act 68 of 1984,So16(a).

'

. These words, figures and brackets were substituted for the words" declaration under section 6 "
by Act 38 of 1923, s. 8.
0

The word "or" was inserted by Act 68 of 1984,s. 16(b).

. This clause was ir.serted ibid., s. 16(b).
" ~tion 25 was substituted, ibid., s. 17,
.',
, &."Ction26 was renumbered as sub-section (1) of that section and sub-section (2) was added by

Act 19 of 1921,s. 2.

'

. These words were inserted by Born. 35 of 1953, s. 9.
. These words were substituted for the words "six per centum" by Act 68 of 1984. s. 18 (u).
. TIUs proviso was inserted, ibid.. s.18(b).
'
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1[28A. (/) Where in an award under this Part, the Court allows to the applicant R~de!Crany amount of compensation in excess of the amount awarded by the Collector mmatJon~f
un~er st7tion 11, the persons intere.sted in all the other land coyered by the same ~~ec~~~::sa.
notification under sectiOn 4, sub-section (1) and who are also aggrIeved by the award tioD00 the
of the Collector may, notwithstanding that they had not made an application to basisof the
the Collector under section 18, by written application to the Collector within three cwar~of the
months from the date of the award of the Court require that the amount of com- ou .
pensation payable to them may be re-determined on the basis of the amount of
compensation awarded by the Court:
Provided that in computing the period of three months within which an application
to the Collector shall be made under this sub.section the day on which tlle award
was pronounced and the time requisite for obtaining a copy of the award shall be
excluded.
(2) The Collector shall, on receipt of an application under sub-section (1), conduct
an inquiry after giving notice to all the persons interested and giving them a reasonable opportunity of being heard, and make an award determining the amount of
compensation payable to the applicants.
(3) Any person who has not accepted the award under sub-section (2) may, by
written application to the Collector, require that the matter bo referred by the
Collector for the determination of the Court and the provisions of section 18 to 28
shall, ~ far as may be, apply to such reference as they apply to reference under
section 18.]
.

PART IV
Apportionment of Compensation
29. Where there are several persons interested if such persons agree in the particu'w:s
apportionment of the compensation, the particulars of such apportionment shall of appo~nbe.specified in the award, and as between s~ch persons the award shall be conclusive
evIdence of the correctness of the apportlonment.

::k~.

30. When the amount of compensation has been settled under section 11; if Disputes~
any dispute arises as to the apportionment of the same or any part thereof, or to to a~portJonthe persons to whom the same or any part thereof is payable, the Collector may men.
refer such dispute to the decision of the Court.
PART V
PaY11U!nt
31. (1) On making an award under section 11, the Collector shall tender payment
of the compensation awarded by him to the persons interested entitled thereto
according to the award and shaH pay it to them unless prevented by some one or
more of the contingenencies mentioned in the next sub-section.
(2) If they shall not consent to receive it, or if there be no person competent to

Paymentof
c.ompensa~on01 f
s=in 0
Court.

alienatethe land, or if there be any dispute as to the title to receivethe compensation
or. as to the apportionment of it,the Collector shall.deposit the amount of the compensition in the Court to which a reference under section 18 would be submitted:
.1

Tbisscction was-inserted by Act 68 of f984, s. 19;

.
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Provided that any person admitted to be intere$ted may receive such payment

under protest as to the sufficiency of the amount:

.

Provided also that no person who has received the amount otherwise than under
protest shall be entitled to make any application under section 18 :
Provided also that nothing herein contained shall affect the liability of any person.
who may receive the whole or any part of any compensation awarded under this
Act, to pay the same to the person lawfully entitled thereto.
(3) Notwithstanding anything in this section the Collector may, with the sanction,
of the l[appropriate Government] instead of awarding a money compensation in
respect of any land, make any arrangement with a person having a limited interest
in such iand, either by the grant of other lands in exchange, the remission of land
revenue on other lands held under the same tide, or in such other way as may be
equitable having regard to the interest of the parties concerned.
(4) Nothing in the last foregoing sub-section shall be construed to interfere with
or limit the power of the Collector to enter into any arrangement with any person
interested in the land and Z[competent] to contract in respect thereof.

Investment 32. (1) If any money shall be deposited in Court under sub-section (2) of the
ofm°!leylast preceding sectionand it appears that the land in respect whereof the same was
~epos
ltedawarded belonged to any person who had no power to alienate the same, the Court
mres
pect
of landsshall

beJongjng
to persons
incompetent
to alienate.

-

(a) order the money to be invested in the purchase of other lands to be held
under the like title and conditions of ownership as the land in respect of which
such money shall have been deposited was held, or
(b) if such purchase cannot be affected forthwith, then ill such Government
or other approved securities as the Court shall think fit and shall direct the
payment of ~he interest or other proceeds arising from such investment to the
person or persons who would for the time being have been entitled to the posse-.
ssion of the said lands; and such moneys shall remain so deposited and invested
until the same be applied(i) in the purchase of such other land as aforesaid; or
(ii) in payment to any person or persons becoming absOlutely entitled thereto.

(2) In all cases of moneys deposited to which this section applies the Court shaH
order the costs of the following matters, including therein all reasonable charges
and expenses incidental thereto, to be paid by the Collector, namely :(a) the costs of such investments as aforesaid;
(b) the costs of the orders for the payment of the interest or other proceeds
of the securities upon which such moneys are for the time being invested and for
the payment out of Court of the principal of such moneys, and of all proceedings
relating thereto, except such as may be occasioned by litigation between adverse
claimants.
,
1

'-----

These words were substituted for the words" Provincial Government" by the Adaptation of

LaViS Order,

1950.

iIAs to persons who arecompofent to contract, sees. 11 of the Indian Contract Act, 1872.
(9 of 1872).

r
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33. When any money shall have been deposited in Court under this Act for any Investment
cause other than that mentioned in the last preceding section, the Court may, on ~fmo~ey
the application of any party interested of claiming an interest in such money, order i:~~h~~
the same to be invested in such Government or other approved securities as it may cases.
think proper, and may direct the interest or other proceeds of any such investment
to be accumulated and paid in such manner as it may consider will give the parties
interested therein the same benefit therefrom as they might have had from the land
in respect whereof such money shall have deposited or as near thereto as may be.
*34. When the amount of such compensation is not paid or deposited on or Pa~n1eIlt
before taking possession of the land, the Collector shall pay the amount awarded of mterest.
with interest thereon at the rate of l[nine per centum] from the time of so taking
possession until it shall have been so paid or deposited :
2[Provided that if such compensation or any part thereof is not paid or deposited
within a period of one year from the date on which possession is taken, interest at
the rate of fifteen per centum per annum shall be payable from the date of expiry
of the said period of one year on the amount of compensation or part thereof which
has not been paid or deposited before the date of such expiry.]

PART VI
Temporary Occupation of Land

-

35. (1) Subject to the provisions of Part VII of this Act whenever it appears
to the S[appropriate Government] that the temporary occupation and use of any
.
waste or arable land are n eed ed for any publIc purpose, or for a Company the
S[appropriate Government] may direct the Collector to procure the occupation and
use of the same for such term as it shall think fit not exceeding three years from the
commencement of such occupation.

Tempor~ry
upatton
occ
t
0f waseor
arable land

Procedure.
v.:hen
difference
as to

4[(JA) Before issuing a direction under sub-section (1), the State Government fi~r:;:::t~~
may require the Collector to submit.
(a) a plan of the land which is needed for occupation and use; and
(b) an estimate of the compensation that would be payable under subsection (2) and upon the issue of such a. requisition the Collector shall cause
public notice of the substance ot the requisition to be given at convenient places
in the locality in which land is situated.
(JB) After the issue of such notice, it shall be lawful for any officer either generally
or specially authorised by the Collector in this behalf, and for his servant and
workmen to exercise the powers conferred by sub~section (2) of section 4.
1

These words were substituted for the words" six per centum" by Act 68 of 1984, s. 20(a).

I

This provisowas inserted,ibid.,s. 20(b).

.Section 30(3) of Act 68 of 1984runs as follows :.. (3) The provisions of section 34 of the principal Act, as amended.by section 20 of this Act
shall apply,and shall be deemed to have applied, also to, and in relation to,
(a) every case in which possession of any land acquh'ed under the principal Act had been
taken before the 30th day of April, 1982 [the.date of introduction of the Land Acquisition
(Amendment), Bill, 1982 in the House of the People], and thc amount of compensation for
such acquisition had not been paid or deposited under section 31 of the principal Act until such
date, with effecton and from that date; and
(b) every case in which such possessionhad been taken on or after that date but before the
commencement of this Act without the amount of compensation having been paid or deposited
under the said section 31, with effecton and from the date of taking such possession."
I

Thesewordsweresubstitutedfor the words.. ProvincialGovernment" by the Adaptationof

Laws Order. 1950.

. These sub-sections were inserted by Bom. 35 of 1953. s. 10.

.
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(IC) The officer authorised under sub-section (lB) shall at the time of his entry
payor tender payment for all necessary damage to be done as aforesaid and, in the
case of dispute as to the sufficiency of the amount so paid or tendered, he shall at
once refer the dispute to the decision of the Collector and such decision shall be final.]
(2) l[Upon the issue of a direction under sub-section (1) the Collector shaH] give
notice in writing to the persons interested in such land of the purpose for which

the samds needed, and shaIJ,for the occupation and use thereof for such term as
aforesaid, and for the materials (if any) to be taken therefrom, pay, to them such
compensation,either in a gross sum of money, or by monthly or other periodical
payments as shall be agreed upon in writing between' him and such persons
respecti~ely

'

.

(3) In case the Collector and the persons interested differ as to the sufficiency
of the compensation or apportionment thereof the Collector shall refer such
differenceto the decision of the Court.
Powerto 36. (1) On payment.of such compensation, or on excecuting'such agreement
entert:d or on making a reference under section 35, the Collector may enter upon and take
possessio~possession of the land, and use or permit the uSe thereof in acCordance with the
andcompen-terms of the said notice.
..

'

res5f~::::' (2) On the expiration of the term, the Collector shall make or tender to the
persons interested compensationfor the damage (if any) done to the land and not
provided for by the agreement and shall restore the land to the perSO1)S
interested
therein:
Provided that, if the land,bas become permanently unfit to be used for the purpose
for which it was used immediately before the commencement of such term, and if
the persons interested shall so require, the 2[appropriate Government) shall proce~d
under this Act to acquire the land as if it was. needed permanently for a
public purpose or for a Company.
Difference 37. In case the Collector and persons interested differ as to the condition of
~ to condi-the land at the expiration of the term, or as to any matter connected with the said
hon of land.agreement, the Collector shall refer such difference to the decision of the Court.

PART VII
Acquisition of Landfor

3[38.

*

*

Companies

*

*

*]

Industrial 4[38A. An industrial concern, ordinarily employing not less than one hundred
concernto workmen owned by an individual or by an association of individuals and not being
deemed a Company, desiring to acquire land for the erection of dwelling houses for workmen
for
employed by the concern or for the provisions of amenities directly connected
purposes.therewith sha1J,in so far as it concerns the acquisition of such land, be deemed to
be a Company for the purpose of this Part, and references to. Company in 5[sections
4, SA, 6, 7 and SO]'shallbe interpreted as references
also to such concern].- -_c,.--.

~ =~

I

These words were substituted for the words" The CoIlector shall thereupon" by Bom. 35 of

1953, s. 10(2).
8

These words were substituted for the words" Provincial Government" by the Adaptation of

Laws Order, 1950.
3 Section 38 was deleted by Act 68 of 1984, s.21.

. This section was inserted by Act 16 of 1933,s. 6.
I

.

These words, figures and letter were substituted for the words, figures and letter" sections 5A.

6,7, 17 and SO" by Act 68of1984,s.,22.

,

-
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'c,'
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39. The provisions of l[section 6 to 16 (both inclusive) and section 18 to 37, Previous
(both inclusive)] shall not be put in force in order to acquire land for any Company ~nsent of
2[under this Part] unless with the previous consent of the 3 [appropriate Government], p:i~r:o.
nor unless the Company shall have excecuted the agreement hereinafter mentioned. Government]and
executionof
agreement
necessary.
40. (1) Such consent shall not be given unless the 3[appropriate Government] Previ~us
be satisfied, '[either on the report of the Collector under section SA, sub-section (2), enquuy.
or] by an enquiry held as hereinafter provided,5[(a) that the purpose of the acquisition istQobtain land for the erection of
dwelling houses for workmen employed by the Company or for the provision of
amenities directly connected therewith, or

.

6[(aa) that such acquisition is needed for the construction of some building
or work for a Company which is engaged or is taking steps for engaging itself
in any industry or work which is for a public purpose, or]
(b) that such acquisition is needed for the construction of some work, and that
such work is likely to prove useful to the public.]
(2) Such enquiry shall be held by such officer and at such time and place as the
3[appropriate Government] shall appoint.
(3) Such officer may summon and enforce the attendance of witnesses and
compel the production of documents by the same means and, as far as possible, in
5 of the same manner as is provided by th~ '[Code of Civil Procedure, 1908] in the case

1908.of

.

a CivilCourt

41. 8 *
*
*
* If the 3[appropriate Government] is satisfied 9[after Agr~meb.t
considering the report, if any, of the Collector under section SA, sub-section (2), 12 [WIth. t
or on the report of the officer making an inquiry under section 40] that lO[the~g~~~~ae
proposed acquisition is for any of the purposes referred to in clause (a) or clause ment.]
(oa) or clause (b) of sub-section (I) of section 40], it shall 11* * require the
Company to enter into an agreement 12[with the 3[appropriate Government]
providing to the satisfaction of the 3[appropriate Government]] for the following
matters, namely :(1) the 13[payment to the 3[appropriate Government]] of the cost of the
acquisition;
.
.

.

These words, figures and brackets were substituted for the words, figures and brackets"
6 to 37 (both inclusive) " by Act 68 of 1984, s. 23(a).
1

2
2

sections

These words were inserted, ibid., s. 23(b).
These words were substituted for the words" Provincial Government" by the Adaptation of

Laws Order, 1950.
, These words and figures were inserted by Act 38 of 1923, s. 9.
& These clauses were substituted for the original clauses (a) and (b) by Act 16 of 1933, s. 3.
6
7

This clause was inserted by Act 31 of 1962,s. 3.
These words and figures were substituted for the words" Code of Civil Procedure" by Act 68

of 1984, s. 24
8

The words" Such Officershall report to the Local Government the result of the enquiry, and '.

were omitted by Act 38 of 1923, s. 10.
t
10

These words, figures; and brackets were inserted, ibid.
These words, brackets, letter and figures were substituted by Act 31 of 1962, s. 4.

The words" Subject to such rules.the Governor General of India in Council may from time
to time prescribe in this behalf" were omitted by Act 38 of 1920,s. 2 and Sch. I.
U These words were substituted for the word" with the Secretary of State for India in Council"
by the Government of India (Adptation of Indian Laws) Order, 1937.
18 These words were substituted for the words .. Payment to Govocnment", ibid.
11

--
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(2) the transfer, ons11ch payment of the land to the Company;
(3) the terms on which the land shall be held by the Company;
\

1[(4) where the acquisition is for the purpose of erecting dwelling houses or the
provision of amenities connected therewith the time within which, the conditions
on which and the manner in which the dwelling houses or amenities shall be erected
or provided 2*;
3[(4A) Where the acqui~ition is for the construction of any building or work
for a Company which is engaged or is taking steps for engaging itself in any
industry or work which is for a publk purpose, the time within which, and the
conditions on which the building or work shaH be constructed or executed, and];

'!

(5) where the acquisition is for the construction of any other work, the time
within and the conditions on which the work shall be executed and maintained.
and the terms on which the public shall be entitled to use the work]
.
Publication 42. Every such agreement shall, as soon as may be after its execution, be
of agree-published 4*
*
*
*
in the 5[Official Gazette] and shall thereupon
ment.(so far as regards the terms on which the public shall be entitled to use the work)
have the same effect as if it had formed part of this Act.
Sections39 43. The provisions of sections 39 to 42, both inclusive, shall not appiy and the
to 42not co:-responding sections of the 'I[Land Acquisition Act, 1870J shall be deemed ncver 10of
to ayp!yto have applied, to the acquisition of ]a~ld for any Railway or other Company, for 1870.
Gov~:~~ the purposes of which '[under any ag;-cement with such Company, the Secretary
boundby of State for India in Council, the Secretary of State, 8[the (:entral Government or
agreement.any 9[State] Government is or was bound to provide land] 1

.

How .14. In the case of the acquisitions of land for the purposes of a Railway
agreem~nt
with Company, the existence of such an agreement as is mentioned in section 43 may be
'
Proved by the Production on a printed copy thereof purporting to be printed by
I
Ralway
Companyorder of Government.
maybe
.
proved.

Restriction 10r44A, No Company for which any land is acquired under this Part shall be
on transferentitled to transfer the said land or any part thereof by sale, mortgage, gift, lease
etc. or othenvise except with the previous sanction of the appropriate Government.

,-I These clauses were substituted for the original clauses (41 and (5) by Act 16 of 1933, s. 4,
2
3

The word" and" was omitted by Act 31 of 1962,s. 4,
This clause was inserted, ibid.

.

. The words ,. in the Gazelle of Illdia and also" were omitted by the Government of India (Adaptation of Indian Laws) Order, 1937.
. The words were substituted for the words .. Local Official Gazelle .', ibid.
. Repealed by thi.~ Act.
. These words were substituted for the words" under any agreement between such Company
and the Secretary of State for India in Council, the Government is, or was bound to provide and"
by the Government of India (Adaptation of Indian Laws) Order, 1937.
6

The wordsweresubstitutedfor the words" or anyGovernmentin BritishIndia,"by the Indian

Independence (Adaptation of Central Acts and Ordinances) Order, 1948.
9

Thiswordwassubstitutedfor the word" Provincial"by the Adaptationof LawsOrder, 1950'

'" These sections were inserted by ActJ! of 1962,s. 5.

.
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MR. Notwithstanding anything contained in this Act, no land shall be acquir~d La:ldnot
under this Part, except for the purpose mentioned in clause (a) of sub-section (1) to De.
of section 40, for a private company wlllch is not a Government company.
~~fe~~is
P<'.rt except

for certain

ExplaJlatioll.--" Private Company" and" Government Company" shall have purpose for
private
1of
the
meanings respectively assigned to them in the Companies Act, 1956].
1956.
companies
other than

Govern.\l1em

companies.

PART VITI
M i.~cel!afleou.~

45. (1) Service of any notice. under this Act shaH be made by delivering or Sct;'keof
tendering a copy thereof signed, in the case of a notice l[under section 3A or 4J by notices.
the officer therein menti~:med,and in the case of any other notice, by or by order
of the Collector or the Judge.
(2) Whenever it may be practicable, the service of the notice shaH be made on the
person therein named.
0) When such person cannot be found, the service may be made on any ad.dt
male member of his family residing with him; and if no such adult male member
can be found, the notice may be served by fixing the copy, on the outer door of
the house in which the person therein named ordinarily dwells or carries on busin(;ss
or by fixing a copy thereof in some conspicuous placi. in the office of the ofllc(~rs
aforesaid or of the Collector or in the Court house, and also in some conspicuous
part of the land to be acquired:
Provided that, if the CoUector or Judge shall so direct, a notice may be sent by
post, in a letter addressed to the person named therein at Ills last known residence,
address or place of business and 2(registered under sections 28 and 29 of the Indin
6 of Post Office Act, 1898], and service of it may be proved by the production of the
1898.addressee's receipt.
.
46. Whoever willfully obstructs any person in doing any of the acts authorised Penaltyfor
by 3[section 3A], section 4, 4[section 8 or section 35], or. willfully fills up, destroys, obst~u~~mg
damages or displaces any trench or mark made under 5[section 3A, section 4 or ~fj~d.IOD
section 35] shall, on conviction before a Magistrate be liable to imprisonment for
any term not exceeding one month, or to fine not exceeding 6[five hundred rupees,J
or to both.
-_.-------The words, figures and letter were substituted for the word and figure ,. section 4" by Rom. 20
of 1945, s. 3.
I These words and figures were substituted for the words and figures"
registered under Part III
of the Indian Post Office Act, 1866 (14 of 1866)" by Act 68 of 1984, s. 25.
8 The words, figure and letter were inserted by Born. 20 of 1945, s. 4(a).
, These words and figures were substituted for the words and figures" or section 8 .. by Bom. 35
of 1953, s. 11.
1

I These words, figures and letter were substituted for the words, figures and letter" section 3.'\ or
.
section 4",ibid., s. 11.
8 These words weresubstituted for the words" fifty rupees " by Act 68 of 1984,s. 26.
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Magistrate 47. If the CoUector is oppoSed or impleaded in taking possession under thisAet
to enfo;ceof any land, he shall if a Magistrate, enforce the surrender of the land, to himself
SUITen er.

and, if not a Magistrate, he shall apply to a Magistrate or (within the towns of
Calcutta, Madras and Bombay) to the Commissioner of Police, and such Magistrate
or Commissioner (as the case may be) shall enforce the surrender of the land to
the Collector,

Completio~ 48. (1) Except in the case provided for in section 36, the Government l[or the
?~acqul-Commissioner]' shall be at liberty to withdraw from the acquisition of any land of
slhonnot
h
b
k
compulsory,wh ICh posseSSIOn as not een ta en.
'

but compen-

sationto be (2) Whenever the Government l[or the Commissioner] withdraws from any such
awardedacquisition, the CoUector shall determine the amount of compensation due for the
co~;~t~~tdamage suffered by the owner in consequence of the notice or of any proceedings
. thereunder, and shall pay such amount to the person interested, together with all

costs reasonably incurred by him in the prosecution of the proceedingsunder this
Act relating to the said land.
(3) The provisions of Part III of this Act shall apply, so far as may be, to the
determination of the compensation payable under this section.

Acquisition 49. (1) The provisions of this Act shall not be put in force for the purpose of
of part of acquiring a part only of any house, manufactory, or other buildings, if the owner
~~ild~n~desire that the whole of such house, manufactory or building shallbe so acquired:
Provided that the owner may, at any time before the Collector has made his award
under section II, by notice in writing, withdraw or modify his expressed desire that
the whole of such house, manufactory or building shall be acquired :
Provided also that, if any question shall arise as to whether any land proposed
to be taken under this Act does or does not form part of a house, manufactory or
building within the meaning of this section, the Collector shall refer the determination of such question to the Court and shall not take possession of such land until
after question has been determined.
In deciding on such a reference the Court shall have regard to the question whether
the land proposed to be taken is reasonably required for the full and unimpaired
use of the house, manufactory or building.
(2) If, in the case of any claim under section 23, sub-section (1), thirdly by a person
interested on account of the severing of the land to be acquired from his other land
the 2[appropriate Government] is of opinion that the claim is unreasonable or ;
excessive, it may at any time before the Collector has made bis award, order the
acquisition of the whole of the land of which the land first sought to be acquired
forms a part.

(3) In the case last hereinbeforeprovided for, no fresh declaration or other proceedingsunder sections6 to 10, both inclusive,shall be necessary,but the Collector
shall without delay furnish a copy of the order of the 2[appropriateGovernment]
to the person interested, and shall thereafter proceed to make his award under
section 11.
I

These words were inserted by Born, 8 of 1958, Sch.

2

These words were substituted for the words" Provincial Government" by the Adaptation of

Laws Order. 1950.

1894 : Act I
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so. (1) Where the provisions of this Act are put in force for the purpose of Acquisition
acquiring land at the cost of any fund controlled or managed by a local authority oflan~ at
or of any Company, the charges of land incidental to such acquisition shall be ;ol~1
defrayed from or by such fund or Company.
authorityor
Company.
c.
(2) In any proceeding held before a Collector or Court in such cases the local
authority or Company concerned may appear and adduce evidence for the purpose
of determining the amount of compensation:
Provided that no such local authority or Company shall he entitled to demand
a. reference under section 18.

51.

No award or agreement made under this Act shall be chargeable with Exemption

stamp-duty, and no person claiming under any such award or agreement shall be f=

liable to pay any fee for a copy of the same.

d ty

~nd.fees~

J[5tA. In any proceeding under this Act, a certified copy of a document registered Accept.ance
16of under the Registration Act, 1908, including a copy given under section 57of that Act. ~t certified
1908.may be accepted as a evidence of the transaction recorded in such document.]
~fle::.

52. No suit or other proceeding shall be commenced or prosecuted against
any person for anything done in pursuance of this Act, without giving to such
person a month's previous notice in writing of the intended proceeding and of the
cause thereof, not after tender of sufficient amends.

Noticein .
iase oft~lts
do:n~~bing
pursuance
of Act.

2[S2A. Notwithstanding anything contained in the foregoing provisions of this Delegation.
Act(1) the State Government may, by notification in the Official Gazette, direct
that all or any of the powers conferred or duties imposed on it or on the Commissioner, by or under this Act may, subject to such restrictions and conditions, if
any, as may be specified in the notification be exercisable also by the Collector.
(2) a Collector may. subject to the general or special orders of the Government.
delagate any of bis powers of functions under this Act to any officer not below
the rank of a Tahsildar or to a Land Acquisition Officer specially appointed by
the Government in this behalf.l
.

53. Save in so far as they may be inconsistent with anything contained in this Codeofad
Act, the provisions of the 3[Code of Civil Procedure, 1908] shall apply to all pro- Procedure
, Sof ceedin<Ysbefore the Court under this Act.
to appl~to
1908.
I:> .
proceedIngs
.
oomre
Court.

t The section was inserted by Act 68 of 1984, s. 27.
This section was substituted by Mah. 42 ~f 1973, s. 3.

t

. '111eSe
words and figuresweresubstituted for the words "Code of Civil Procedure (14 of 1882)"~

by Act 68 of 1984. s. 28.

~
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Appeal.sin 1[54. Subject to the provisions of the Code of Civil Procedure, 1908, applicable 5 of
tJ:r~~
to appeals from original decrees, and notwithstanding anything to the contrary 1908.
ore
. in any enactment for the time being in force, an appeal shall only be in any pro-,
ceedings under this Act to the High Court from the award, or from any part of the
award, of the Court and from any decree of the High Court passed on such appeal
as aforesaid an appeal shall lie to 2[the Supreme Court] subject to the provisions 5 of .,
contained in section 110 of the Code of Civil Procedure, 1908 and in Order XLV 1908.
thereof.]

Powerto 55. (1) The 3[appropriate Government] shall 4*
*
* have power to
makerules.make rules consistent with this Act for the guidance of officers in all matters
connected with'its enforcement, and may from time to time alter and add to the
rules, so made:
5(provided that, the power to make rules for carrying out the purposes of Part VII
of this Act shall be exercisable by the Central Government and such rules may be
made for the guidance of the State Governments and the officers of the Central
Government and of the State Governments:
Provided further that, every such rule made by the Central Government shall
be laid as soon as may be after it is made, before each House of Parliament while it
is in session for a total period of thirty days which may be comprised in one session
or two or more successive sessions, and if, 6[before the expiry of the session immediately following the session or the successive sessions aforesaid,] both Houses
agree in making any modification in the rule or both Houses agree that the rule
should not be made, the rule shall thereafter have effect only in such modified form
or be no effect, as the case may be; so however that any such modification or annualment shall be without prejudice to the validity of anything previously done under
that rule] :
7[Provided also that every such rule made by the State Government shaH be laid,
as soon as may be after it is made before the State Legislature.]
(2) The power to make, alter and add to rules under sub-section (1) shaH be
subject to the condition of the rules being made, altered or added to after previous
publication.
(3) All such rules, alterations and additions shall 8*
*
*
*
published in the Official Gazette, and shall thereupon have the force of law.

This section was substituted by Act 19 of 1921, s. 3.
. These words were substituted for" His Majesty in Council"
1950, 1st Sch.

be

1

by the Adaptation

. These words were substituted for the words .. Provincial Government"
Laws Order, 1950.

of Laws Order,

by the Adaptation

of

,

in Council ", were omitted by Act 38

I

These proviso were added by Act 31 of 1962, s. 6. The former proviso was repealed by the

The words" subject to the control of the Governor-General
of 1920, s. 2 and Sch. 1.

Adaptation of Laws Order, 1937.
, These words were substituted for the words" before the expiry of the session in which it is so
laid or the successive sessions aforesaid" by Act 68 of 1984, s. 29(a).
'This proviso was inserted ibid., s. 29(b).
. The words towhen sanctioned by the Governor General in Council .. were omitted by Act 4 of
1914, s. 2 and Sch. Part I.

